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A Word of Praise
C h ris to p h e r  T o lk ie n  d e s e rv e s  th e  h ig h e s t com m endation 
fro m  a l l  who lo v e  an d  ad m ire  th e  w orks o f  h is  f a th e r .  In  
1 9 7 5 > tw o y e a r s  a f t e r  h is  f a t h e r 's  d e a th , he re s ig n e d  h is  
F e llo w sh ip  a t  New C o lle g e  in  O x fo rd , an d  moved to  F ra n c e  to  
e d i t  h is  f a t h e r ’s  u n p u b lis h e d  w o rk s. Due to  h i s  e f f o r t s ,  we 
saw  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  The S i lm a r i l l io n  in  1 9 7 7 , an d  now we 
have U n fin ish e d  T a le s  in  1 980 . The tim e  an d  c a re  p u t in to  
th e  e d it in g  o f th e s e  tw o b ooks a re  c o n s id e ra b le .
T h ere  i s  o th e r  m a te r ia l  by J .  R . R . T o lk ie n  t h a t  h a s  n o t 
y e t  b een  p u b lis h e d . T h is  m a te r ia l  i s  o f  a t  l e a s t  tw o k in d s . 
The f i r s t  c la s s  c o n s is ts  la y s  an d  n a r r a t iv e  poem s. R e fe r­
e n c e s  to  th e s e  can  be fo u n d  s c a t te r e d  th ro u g h o u t The S ilm a r­
i l l i o n . Some o f  th e s e  may be o n ly  l i t e r a r y  f ig m e n ts , b u t 
o th e r s  a r e  r e a l  m a n u s c r ip ts . M ost o f  them  w ere l e f t  o u t due 
to  d u p lic a tio n  o f  m a te r ia l  and  s p a c e . The G e st o f  B eren  and  
L u th ie n  i s  j u s t  one o f  th e s e . The se c o n d  c la s s  in c lu d e s  
w r itin g s  o f  "a  p r im a r ily  p h ilo s o p h ic  on s p e c u la tiv e  n a tu re "  
w hich  C h ris to p h e r  T o lk ie n  t e l l s  u s  in  th e  in tr o d u c tio n  o f 
U n fin ish e d  T a le s  he e x c lu d e d  in  t h a t  b o o k . In d e e d , when I  
had  th e  p le a s u re  o f v i s i t i n g  him  an d  h i s  w ife  B a il ie  a t  t h e i r  
home n e a r  O xford  in  J u ly  o f 1975> he t o ld  me th e r e  w ere a  
num ber o f su ch  w r i t in g s  in c lu d in g  one t h a t  d e a l t  w ith  th e  
q u e s tio n  on w h e th e r o r  n o t O res have im m o rta l s o u ls . I t  
th e r e f o r e  seem s t h a t  th e r e  i s  s u f f i c ie n t  m a te r ia l  f o r  a t  
l e a s t  one o r  tw o m ore b o o k s, an d  p e rh a p s  m ore beyond  t h a t .
I  p ro p o se  t h a t  a l l  who in d e e d  a p p r e c ia te  w h a t C h r is to ­
p h e r T o lk ie n  h a s  done an d  d e s i r e  to  se e  m ore o f h is  f a t h e r 's  
w r i t in g s  in  p r i n t ,  sh o u ld  w r ite  him  in  p r a is e  and  e n c o u ra g e ­
m ent to  b r in g  m ore to  l i g h t .  Such l e t t e r s  can  be s e n t in  
c a re  o f  T o lk ie n 's  A m erican  o r B r i t i s h  p u b lis h e r s .
A Delicate Balance
M v th lo re  n e e d s  to  s t r i k e  a  d e l i c a te  b a la n c e  b e tw een  th e  
s tu d y , d is c u s s io n  an d  e n jo y m en t o f  i t s  c e n t r a l  fo c u s  on 
T o lk ie n , L ew is, an d  W illia m s (w h ich  h e r e a f te r  may be r e f e r ­
re d  to  a s  TLW), an d  th e  s e v e ra l  g e n re s  fro m  w hich th e y  have 
b o th  draw n fro m  an d  c o n tr ib u te d  to  r i c h l y .  W ith o u t t h i s  
b a la n c e , b o th  M v th lo re  and  The M ythopoeic  S o c ie ty , c an  e r r  
in  one o f tw o w ays.
The f i r s t  way w ould be to  have an  e x c lu s iv e , o r  n e a r  
e x c lu s iv e  i n t e r e s t  in  one o f  th e  a u th o r s . S e v e ra l o th e r  
o rg a n iz a tio n s  fo rm ed  su b se q u e n t to  The M ythopoeic S o c ie ty  
h av e  done t h i s .  W hile I  c e r t a in ly  do n o t f a u l t  them  f o r  
t h e i r  d e v o tio n  o r  r i g h t ,  I  do f e e l  th e r e  can  a r i s e  a  te n d e n ­
cy  to  a tte m p t to  s tu d y  th e  w orks o f  one man in  a  n e a r  v a c ­
uum, w ith  a lm o s t no i n t e r e s t  in  d is c o v e r in g  th e  s o u rc e s  a  
w r i te r  drew  in s p i r a t io n  fro m  o r  th e  l i t e r a r y  c lim a te  o f  h is  
tim e  w ith  w hich h e  in te r a c te d .  Such an  a p p ro ac h  can  som e­
tim e s  le a d  to  "a  c u l t  o f  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty " . T o lk ie n , L ew is, 
an d  W illia m s w ere a l l  e x tre m e ly  w e ll- r e a d  m en. In  o u r 
d e s i r e  to  a p p r e c ia te  them  m ore, a re  we to  s t r i v e  f o r  l e s s ?
The seco n d  way i s  to  t r e a t  TLW a s  th r e e  o f  many w o rth y  
w r i t e r s .  F o r an  in d iv id u a l , t h i s  d o e s h av e  m e r it;  b u t in  
e a c h  o f  u s  who th o s e  o th e r  w o r th ie s  may b e  can  d i f f e r  co n ­
s id e r a b ly . W ith o u t th e  c e n t r a l  fo c u s  o f  TLW, M v th lo re  and  
th e  S o c ie ty  te n d  to  s t r i k e  o u t in  a  h o s t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c ­
t io n a l  i n t e r e s t s  w h ich  r e n d e r s  in d iv id u a ls  an d  d i f f e r e n t  
p a r ts  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  w ith  l i t t l e  in  common. To do so  w ould 
c a n c e l o u t th e  u n iq u e  r o le  M v th lo re  an d  th e  S o c ie ty  have 
t r i e d  to  fo llo w  s in c e  t h e i r  b e g in n in g s .
I  se e  th e  b e s t  c o n tin u in g  s o lu t io n  i s  to  ta k e  an e c o lo g ­
i c a l  a p p ro a c h , a  y in g  an d  y an g  v ie w p o in t, to  th e  a p p r e c ia ­
t io n  o f  TLW:
g e n re s , o th e r  w r i t e r s  —  in f lu e n c in g  —  TLW— In f lu e n c in g  —  
g e n re s , o th e r  w r i t e r s .
Some o f  th e  c o n tr ib u t in g  in f lu e n c e s  a r e  th e  n a tu r e s  o f  f a n ­
ta s y  an d  m yth; f a i r y  t a l e s  an d  c h i ld r e n 's  l i t e r a t u r e ;  th e  
m a tte r  o f  A r th u r , v a r io u s  e th n ic  le g e n d s  an d  f o lk lo r e ;  
C la s s ic a l ,  B ib l i c a l ,  an d  W este rn  co sm o lo g y , p h ilo s o p h ic  and  
m y s tic  t r a d i t i o n s ,  an d  h i s to r y ;  an d  1 9 th  an d  e a r ly  2 0 th  c e n ­
tu r y  w r i t e r s ,  su c h  a s  M acD onald, W e lls , Shaw , S ta p le d o n , an d  
many o th e r s .
Some have s a id  o u r S o c ie ty  e x h a u s te d  th e  s tu d y  o f  TLW 
y e a r s  a g o . T h is  may b e  t r u e  f o r  th o s e  who h av e  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  
o r  t r a n s i t o r y  i n t e r e s t .  C o n s id e rin g  th e  sco p e  an d  r ic h n e s s  
o f  th e  a p p ro a c h  I  s u g g e s t, we may s t i l l  b e  o n ly  i n  o u r  s a la d  
d a y s .
Speak Up
On th e  ch an ce  som e r e a d e r s  m ig h t h av e  a  m is ta k e n  im p re s ­
s io n , i t  sh o u ld  b e  made c le a r  t h a t  m a te r ia l  i n  M v th lo re  i s  
open  to  com m ent, c h a lle n g e , o r  a  s e c o n d in g  a f f i r m a t io n . The 
E d ito r s  do a c c e p t m a te r ia l  th e y  p e r s o n a lly  do n o t a g re e  w ith , 
so  a  v a r ie ty  o f  v ie w p o in ts  m ig h t b e  s h a re d  f a r  a  f u l l e r  
a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  s u b je c ts  c o v e re d . The b a s ic  c r i t e r i o n  
i s  a  w e ll w r i t te n  p r e s e n ta t io n .  I t  sh o u ld  n o t b e  assum ed 
t h a t  p r in te d  m a te r ia l  h a s  some s e a l  o f  a p p ro v a l o r  i s  th e  
" o f f i c i a l "  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  S o c ie ty .
C o n tro v e rsy  f o r  i t s  own sa k e  becom es q u ic k ly  o b v io u s . 
H ow ever, r e a d e r s  do l ik e  to  s e e  an  h o n e s t ex ch an g e  o f  id e a s  
an d  o p in io n s . The o n ly  th in g  n o t a llo w e d  i s  to  c a s t  d o u b t 
a b o u t a n o th e r ’s  c h a r a c te r  o r  m o tiv e s . We a l l  h av e  d i f f e r e n t  
b a c k g ro u n d s , e x p e r ie n c e s , an d  i n s i g h t s ,  w h ich  i f  s h a re d , can  
make f o r  a  r i c h e r  an d  f u l l e r  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f m y th o p o e ia  f o r  
u s  a l l .  I f  y o u  f in d  so m e th in g  in  M v th lo re  w h ich  m oves y o u  to  
th o u g h t, o r  y o u  h av e  an  i n s ig h t  d i r e c t l y  fro m  m y th o p o e ic  l i t ­
e r a tu r e ,  d o n 't  k e ep  s i l e n t ,  h a lf - e x p e c tin g  som eone e ls e  to  
comm ent f i r s t .  We c o m p rise  a  com m unity o f  s h a re d  i n t e r e s t s .  
S peak  u p .
In  a d d it io n  to  th e  s t a f f  c h an g e s m en tio n ed  in  th e  l a s t  
i s s u e ,  th e r e  a r e  tw o m o re. N ancy-L ou P a tte r s o n  h a s  a c c e p te d  
th e  p o s i t io n  o f  R ev iew s E d ito r .  T h o se w r i t in g  re v ie w s  sh o u ld  
se n d  them  to  h e r  a t  115 W illia m  S t .  W est, W a te rlo o , O n ta r­
i o ,  N2L 1 J8  C an ad a . R ev iew s m o st w elcom ed w i l l  be s im ila r  
to  th e  " e c o lo g ic a l"  a p p ro a c h  m en tio n ed  a b o v e .
G ra c ia  Fay E llw o o d , who h a s  done much to  e n la rg e  th e  
r o l e  o f  p o e try  in  Myth lo r e  i s  now th e  P o e try  E d ito r .  Sub­
m is s io n  o f  p o e try  sh o u ld  be s e n t  to  h e r  a t  2011 R ose V il la  
S t . ,  P a sa d e n a , CA. 91 1 0 7 .
YOU CAN HELP→
E v ery  r e a d e r  i s  a sk e d  to  p a r t i c i p a te  in  th e  p u b l ic i ty  
an d  p ro m o tio n  o f  Myt h lo r e . w h ich  s e e k s  to  in c r e a s e  i t s  c ir c u ­
l a t i o n  and  r e a d e r s h ip . W ith  a  l a r g e r  o u tre a c h  i t  w i l l  be 
p o s s ib le  to  s e e  v a r io u s  a d v a n ta g e s  an d  im p ro v e m en ts. The 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  in c lu d e  c o lo r , a  l a r g e r  num ber o f  p a g e s , ty p e ­
s e t t i n g ,  th e  f o r e s t a l l i n g  o f  f u tu r e  p r ic e  in c r e a s e s , an d  
g r e a te r  in p u t by r e a d e r s .  You can  be a  trem en d o u s f o r c e  in  
b r in g in g  t h i s  a b o u t by m aking p h o to -c o p ie s  o f  th e  f l y e r  on 
th e  f a c in g  p a g e , p o s tin g  them  in  l i b r a r i e s ,  E n g lis h  D e p a rt­
m e n ts , b o o k s to re s , o th e r  p e r t in e n t  p la c e s , an d  d i s t r ib u t in g  
them  to  p ro s p e c tiv e ly  i n te r e s t e d  p e r s o n s . By w o rk in g  to g e t ­
h e r  we can  s e e  many b e n e f i t s .  You can  make th e  d if f e r e n c e !
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